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OBERFEULEN CHURCHES 

 

The magazine “Heimat + Mission” published in 2005 and 2006 a historic and photographic 

report on the Oberfeulen parish church and chapel by Norbert Thill, a well-known and recognized 

Luxembourg art expert and photographer. 

The parish church is dedicated to Saint John Baptist as patron saint and was built in 1725 as 

we can read on keystones of the vault. Classified as national historical monument, the church 

underwent major maintenance and restoration work finished in 2005. 

Situated at a roman road, the present church stands on the ground of earlier churches and 

maybe a pre-Christian worshipping place. The Christian faith was introduced in this area of Europe 

by Saint Willibrord (ca. 658-7.11.739), an English missionary who founded the Benedictine abbey 

of Echternach where he died and where he is buried. Feulen entered history in 963 when a count 

Siegfried exchanged land he owned in Feulen against a castle in today’s Luxembourg city  

(page 50) which became the nucleus of the country of Luxembourg. 

The Oberfeulen parish church and chapel can be seen on this map: 

 

 

 

Claude Lanners 

Last update: 13.5.2011 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willibrord
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echternach
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siegfried_of_Luxembourg
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PARISH CHURCH 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005 

Upper 

left: 

Old way cross 

Upper right: Memorial for Feulen people killed in World War II 
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Old cemetery, monuments disappearing as no longer used 
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Old cemetery, monuments disappearing as no longer used 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: Old cemetery, concrete momument and detail. 

Centuries old linden trees our ancestors have already seen. 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: Cross on spire and weathercock, Entrance hall built 1730 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: Details entrance hall 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: Details entrance hall 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: Details entrance door and hall 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: Entrance hall, 

Lower left and center: Commune of Feulen coat of arms 



13 

 

Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: Entrance hall, left: Memorial for 7 Feulen people killed in 

skirmish with French Revolution troops 16.12.1794 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar 1856 

Center: main patron St. John Baptist 

Left and right: co-patrons St. Peter and Paul 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar and details 



16 

 

 

 



17 

Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar and details 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar and details 

 

 

Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar and details 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar, details 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar and details 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar and details 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005: main altar and details 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005:  detail of a sculpture of Our Lady 
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Parish Church Oberfeulen 2005:  Main and side altars 
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Feulen parish church:  Left side altar, barock style 1733 
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Feulen parish church: Detail left side altar 

 

 



29 

 

Feulen parish church Detail side altars 
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Feulen parish church  
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Feulen parish church Detail capitals 
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Feulen parish church Keystones of arches with construction year 1725 
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Feulen parish church View to back side 
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Feulen parish church: Details confessional 
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Feulen parish church: Pulpit 
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Feulen parish church: details pulpit 
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Feulen parish church: Organ 2003 
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Feulen parish church: window 
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Feulen parish church: window 
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Feulen parish church: window donated by Pauline Bormann-Link 1843-1923,  

great-grandmother of Claude Lanners 

Pauline’s budget apparently was not up to a fancier 

painted window; still it is a nice and lasting souvenir 

of our ancestor. 

Photo: Elisabeth Feller Schumacher 5.2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pauline Link was born in the “Hojes” house in Oberfeulen and married 31.5.1865  

Michel Bormann born 23.8.1839 in Lipperscheid. 

Two months before the wedding, Pauline bought a property alongside the way from 

Oberfeulen to the parish church where the couple will live and which is known as “Broch” 

farm, in 2011 Josy Bormann-Wobszal. Michel and Pauline are also the ancestors of the 

Bormann who lived in Madison, Minnesota, and of Claude Lanners. 

Michel and Pauline 

Bormann with 4 of their 9 

children.  

Right: Justine Bormann 

1883-1920, grandmother of 

Claude Lanners  
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Feulen parish church: chalices, monstrance with details 
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Feulen parish church: monstrance, details 
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OBERFEULEN CHAPEL 

 

Oberfeulen chapel 1751 
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Oberfeulen chapel: upper left and center: St. Anthony, patron with pig 
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Oberfeulen chapel: statues, St. Anthony 
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Oberfeulen chapel: Monstrance,gothic style, 1850-1900 
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Oberfeulen chapel: Monstrance,gothic style, 1850-1900, detail 

 



48 

 

Oberfeulen chapel: Monstrance,gothic style, 1850-1900, detail 
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Oberfeulen Chapel, St. Anthony's (Patron) day 15.1.2011   

http://www.mywort.lu/feulen/4832767.html?referrer=ic_municipality_centre 

 

 

http://www.mywort.lu/feulen/4832767.html?referrer=ic_municipality_centre
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963 FEULEN and LUXEMBOURG 

The area around Feulen has been occupied by man since at least 500 BC. In the Roman 

period after 54 AD several “villae”, kind of farms existed and the parish church may have 

been built on the remainders of such a farm or possibly a pagan worshipping place. The first 

written trace is found in 893: Fulina. 

The “official” entry into history dates however from 963. In that year, on Palm Sunday, 

April12
th

, a count Siegfried exchanged in the abbey of St. Maximin in Trier a piece of land he 

owned in Feulen “viulna” against a castle situated on a rock which was going to develop into 

Luxembourg “lucilinburhuc”.  

   ”castellu q(uo)d d(icitu)r lucilinburhuc”   

     the castle called lucilinburhuc 

“in villa que d(icitu)r viulna”  

in the village called viulna = Feulen 

 

This chart, which is kept in the archives of the city of Trier (Germany, 30 miles East of 

Luxembourg), is considered to be the birth certificate of the country of Luxembourg. 

In 1963 millennium celebrations took place on a national level but also in Feulen . 

The castle developed later on into a fortress that was considered as one of the most important 

in Europe and put Luxembourg in the center of political rivalry among the European powers 

Austria, France and Spain. Frequent wars and changing control of the fortress took a high toll 

from the population which remained very poor. Initially a county, Luxembourg was later on a 

Duchy and controlled a territory three times bigger than its present size. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siegfried_of_Luxembourg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trier

